
World Languages & Cultures Department 

Spanish CBE  
 

  

Credit by Exam for Spanish I, II, III:  
(Oral Interview Section / Speaking) 

 Beginning: 
1-6 pts 

Intermediate: 
7-12 pts 

Advanced: 
13-19 pts 

Advanced High: 
20-25 pts 

 Little or no ability to 
speak Spanish on social 
topics. 

Ability to speak in a 
simple manner on social 
topics using routine 
Spanish. 

Ability to speak in a 
somewhat fluent manner 
about social or academic 
topics. 

Ability to speak in a 
generally fluent 
manner about a 
variety of academic 
and social topics. 

 Attempts to respond in 
Spanish, but relies 
heavily on English; 
long, frequent pauses 
or simply remains 
silent. 

Responds in Spanish to 
questions about social 
topics; pausing 
frequently. 

Responds in Spanish on 
social topics and 
attempts to discuss 
academic topics; some 
pauses still evident. 

Responds in Spanish 
on both social and 
academic topics 
with only a few 
unnatural pauses. 

 Uses limited 
vocabulary (single 
words, short phrases). 

Uses a wider vocabulary, 
but with few details; still 
relies on familiar, 
practiced words. 

Uses social and limited 
academic vocabulary; 
can restate ideas with 
alternative terms. 

Uses a wide range of 
both social and 
academic 
vocabulary. 

 Demonstrates a lack of 
knowledge of grammar 
in the present tense, 
sometimes not 
conjugating verbs, with 
frequent errors. 

Demonstrates a limited 
knowledge of grammar in 
present and past with 
some errors. 

Demonstrates an 
increasing knowledge 
present, past, and future 
tenses with some errors. 

Demonstrates ability 
to use grammatical 
structures and 
tenses, including the 
subjunctive mood. 

 Communication is 
generally hindered by 
language acquisition 
and pronunciation 
errors. 

Communications is 
occasionally hindered 
by language acquisition 
and pronunciation 
errors. 

Communication is 
usually understood; 
few errors of language 
acquisition and 
pronunciation. 

Rater’s Observations: 

 
 

D
es

cr
ip

ti
o

n
 

Fl
u

e
n

cy
 

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry
 

G
ra

m
m

ar
 

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

 

*Students rated as “Advanced High” must clearly demonstrate an ability to speak and write in 
sustained manner about social and academic topics. 
 

Student’s name: _______________________ 
Student’s ID #: __________ Campus: _______ 
Rater’s name: __________________________ 
Points awarded for SPEAKING: 
 


